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The public lands are an important concern to the 
people of the United States; and the information 
which an obliging correspondent has furnished us 
with, cannot be otherwise than acceptable to many. 
‘The gentleman has the best opportunity of under- 
standing the subject he treats of. 
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A breathing time being afforded, we shall go on 
to publish the manufacturers’ memorials that have 
been lying over. The Pittsburg report and memorial 
is prepared for our next paper. 

—<— + @— 

We have late advices from England—the parti- 
culars of which, being of much interest, are de- 
tailed under the foreign head. , 


The Public Lands. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE WEEKLY REGISTER. 
Dear sin—As the sessions of congress and the 
state legislatures, generally, are closed, I hope your 
valuable and truly national Zegister will shortly re- 
cover its wonted elasticity, and afford its readers 
some relaxation from the monotonous perusal of the 
mass of “messages,” documents,” “matters and 
} things,” connected with those sessions, with which 
the “political department” of your work has been 
unaveidably swelled to an extent almost excluding 
the others. In the belief, therefore, that the current 
matter requiring insertion, will be so much dimi- 
nished as to enable you to indulge your correspon- 
dents, occasionally, with a column or two, I propose 
to communicate to you, in this and subsequent let- 
ters, such sketches of the western country, and par- 
s ticularly of the public lands, as may appear to me 
useful or interesting, and as my opportunities of 
acquiring information may enable me. I do this with 
the more pleasure, knowing the interest you feel in 
; every thing relating to the western country, which 
you have somewhere emphatically styled “the future 
= Stamina of the republic;’? and convinced that your 
labors have most essentially contributed to create 
im your readers a corresponding feeling. 
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surveyor- general of the United States, who brought 
it to such perfection as to appear scarcely suscep- 
tible of further improvement; and its excellence has 
been fully tested by the experience of more than 
ten years; has received the sanction of Jaw, and the 
‘ull approbation of government. 

A tract of country of any convenient extent, hav- 
115, definite boundaries, such as a territory of the 
‘hited States, or a tract separated from others by 
vers or Indian or other boundary lines, is thus sur- 
veyed:—A standard line, called a principal meridian, 
'S run due north and south, through the tract, or so 
much thereof as is intended to be surveyed, which 
tre 1S crossed at right angles by another standard 
= Brig. due east and west, which is called the 
. : a8. and both of them are run as nearly as may 
“ onveniene through the middle of the tract, 
plough it is not material that they should be. As 
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_The system upon which the public lands are now | 
surveyed was adopted by colonel Mansfield,* a late 


of natural, philosophy in the mili-¢ 


these lines form the bases upon which the surveys 
commence, they are run and measured with the 
greatest accuracy. At the distance of every six 
miles on these standard lines, from their intersec- 
tion, township corners are established; at the dis- 
tance of every mile, between the township corners, 
section corners are established; and half-mile or 
quarter-section posts are set between the section 
corners, equi-distant therefrom. Thecountry is then 
laid off into townships of six miles square, the lines 
dividing them from each other commencing from 
the corners for townships established on the stand- 
ard lines. For the sake of distinction, the north 
and south lines dividing the townships are called 
range lines; those running east and west, township 
lines. A range consists of any number of townships, 
and embraces all those belonging to the same sys- 
tem, which lie north or south of each other. The 
ranges are numbered, progressively, eastward and 
westward from the principal meridian; and the town- 
ships northward and southward from the base-line. 
The following diagram will serve:to illustrate the 
principle more fully: 
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Each of the squares in this figure may represen 
a townships the Roman numbers at the head, the 
numbers of the ranges; and the figures in the squares 
the numbers cf the townships. It will be observed 
that in any two ranges numbered alike, one east and 
fone west of the meridian, there may be four town- 
ships having the same number. But as their loca- 
tion in the system, by reference to the base-line and 
principal meridian, is always annexed to the num- 
ber of the township and range, when written or 
spoken of, they are readily distinguished. For ex- 
ample: that marked A, is township No. 2, zorth of 
the base-line, range No. 2; west of the principal me- 
ridian; B, township No. 2, south, range No. 2, west; 
IC, township No, 2, south, range No. 2, east; D, towne . 
ship No. 2, north, range No. 2, eust. 

It is immaterial hew irregularly a district or tract 
* country, thus strveyed, may be shaped, or how 


b 








ae 





9S NILES’ WEEKLY REGISTER—SATURDAY, APRIL 12, 1817. 








eel 


sinuous ifs boundary may be, the lines of survey are 
continued to every part of it, by offsets, by traverse, 
or by trigonometry, where necessary; and the frac- 
tional and detached parts of townships and ranges 
are numbered from the base-line and the principal 
meridian, in the same manner, respectively, that 
they would beif the district was bounded by straight 
lines, coinciding with the cardinal points. A town- 
ship or range may be separated by the irregularities 
of the boundary of the district into two or more de- 
tached parts; yet all the parts together form but one 
township or range, and bear the same numbers, re- 
spectively, that they would if entire. 

Att the public surveys are now made by the true 
meridian; for which purpose the variation of the 
compass, at the place where the surveys are made, 
is ascertained by celestial observation, and the sights 
of the compass adjusted to the true meridian. The 
compasses used, therefore, are required by the sur- 
veyor-general to be of Rittenhouse’s constructjon, 
having a nonius division and moveable sights. 

The townships are subdivided by lines, running 
parallel to the town boundaries, into thirty-six lots 
or sections, each section containing one mile square, 
or six hundred and forty acres. The sections are 
distinguished by numbers, from one to thirty-six, 
progressively, beginning at the north-east corner of 
the township, and numbering westward and east- 
ward, alternately, as shewn in the following exam- 


ple: 
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In fractional townships on the boundary of the 
district, the sections and fractional sections bear 
the same numbers that they would if the townships 
were entire. Although the townships are surveyed 
into sections of 640 acres, yet they may be sold in 
quarter sections or tracts of 160 acres, or half amile 
square. On the sectional lines, equi-distant from 
the corners, there are corners established for quar- 
ter sections; and when a section is subdivided into 
quarters by a purckaser, the subdivisional lines are 
run from those corners to the corresponding oppo- 
site corners. Very few of the sections contain ex. 
actly 640 acres; but vary a fraction of an acre, or 
sometimes even a few acres over or under the quan- 
tity. This is occasioned by the measure of the clos- 
ing lines of the sections being more or less than 80 
chains or one mile. The law, however, requires that 
all entire sections, excepting those adjoming the 
north and west sides of the township, ‘‘shall be held 
to contain 640 acres.” It frequently happens, that 
in laying off the townships, they are several chains 
yhore or less than six miles square, which excess or 


on the north and west sides of the townships; and 
in subdividing them into sections, this excess or de- 
ficiency is likewise thrown into the tier of quarter 
sections on the north and west sides of the town- 
ships. These quarter sections, together with the 
fractional sections on navigable waters, and on the 
external boundary of the district, are calculated and 
soid for what they may contain. 

The sections numbered sixteen in each township 
are reserved and given, in perpetuity, to the inhabi- 
tants thereof, for the support of schools. And three 
townships in the state of Ohio, one in Indiana, one 
in Louisiana, and one in each of the territories of 
Michigan, Illinois and Mississippi, have been re- 
served and given, in perpetuity, for the support of 
seminaries of learning. Two of the townships re- 
served for the state of Ohio, are located at Athens, 
about 58 miles east of Chillicothe, where the “Uni- 
versity of Athens” has been organized, and is in suc- 
cessful operation. The “Miami University” has not 
yet been organized. A township has been located 
for it adjoining the western boundary of the state. 
tam not informed of the measures adopted in the 
other states and territories for availing themselves 
of these liberal donations; but believe there 1s an 
university at Vincennes, in Indiana, and one at St. 
Stephen’s, in the Mississippi territory, both receiy- 
ing incomes from the reserved townships. 

Of the manner in which the public surveys are executed. 

The north and south lines are run by the true me- 
ridian, and the east and west lines at right angles 
therefrom, as far as practicable in closing. But as 
the east and west lines are made the closing lines of 
the sections or townships, they frequently vary a 
little from those points; being run from one section 
or township corner to another. The lines are well 
marked by having all those trees which fall in the 
line notched with two notches on each side where 
the line cuts, and all or most of the trees on each 
side of the line and near it blazed on two sides, 
dio,xanally or quartering towards the line. 

At the section corners there are posts set, having 
aS many notches cut on two sides of them as they 
are miles distant from the township boundary, 
where the sectional lines commenced. At the town- 
ship corners the posts have six notches made on 
each of the tour sides facing the lines. Wherever 
a tree falls exactly in the corner, it supplies the 
place of a post, and is marked in the same manner. 
The places of the posts are perpetuated thus: at 
each corner the courses are taken to two trees, in 
opposite directions as nearly as may be, and their 
distance from the post measured. ‘These trees are 
called “bearing trees,” and are blazed ow the side 
next the post, and one notch made with an axe in 
the blaze. But in prairies, or other places where 
there are no trees within a convenient distance for 
bearings, a mound of earth is raised at each corner, 
not less than two and a half feet high, nor less than 
that in diameter at the base, in which mound-posts 
are placed. 

At the section corners, the numbers of each sec: 
tion, together with the numbers of the township and 
range, are marked with a marking iron (suchas are 
used in mills and warehouses) on a bearing or other 
tree standing within the section and near to the cor: 
ner, thus:—A blaze, large enough for the purpose; 
is made on the tree, and on the blaze the letter it. 
is made, with the number of the range annexed; 
below this the letter T. with the number of the 
township; and under that the number of the section, 
| without any letter to denote it. ‘Io the number of 
the township the letter N. or S. is added, according 





deficiency is always carried inte the last half mile 


as the township lies north or south of the base-line; 
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atid to the nurhber of the range, the letter E. or W. 
_as the range may be east or west of the principal 
meridian. By proper attention to these numbers and 
marks, a purchaser is enabled to know the quarter 
and number of the section he wishes to enter, and 
the number of the township and range in which it 
lies. The following example of the method of num- 
bering and marking at the section corners, may seive 


to explain it more fully: : 








Sec. 26. Sec. 25. 
R. 10. W.iR. 10. W. 
T. 5.N./T. 5.N. 
26 | 25 
R. 10. WIR. 10. W. 
Ti. S$. MTT. GN. 
35 36 
4 
Sec. 35. Sec. 36. 














The quarter section corners are established in 
the same manner that the section corners are, but 
ho marks are made for the numbers of the section, 
township and range; “4S.” only, is marked on the 
post. S 

On the township and range lines, the section cor- 
ners are established and marked only for the town- 
ships adjoining on the north and west of those lines 


respectively; because in the subdivisions of the| 


townships into sections, the lines are run out from 
the south and east, tothe north and west bounda- 
ries of the townships, and the corners established 
thereon at the intersection, for those sections be- 
tween which the lines are thus run. ‘These lines 
generally intersect the north and west boundaries 
of the ‘townships a few links distant from the cor- 
ners, thereon; of sections in the adjacent townships; 


in all which cases there are two corners adjacent to} 


each other, and beating trees and posts for each; 
and, without proper attention to the marks, and to 
the courses of the lines, it might be somewhat diffi- 
cult for persons exploring the land, to distinguish 
them from each other. But where the section lines 
intersect the township botindaries at the caners 
‘thereon, such corners become common to the sec- 
tions in both townships; the proper marks and num- 
bers being made for and within each. 

The deputy surveyors are required to note par- 
ticularly, and to enter in their field books, the 
courses and distances of all lines which they may 
run; the names and estimated diameters of ail 
corner or bearing trees, and all those trees which 
fail in the lines, called station, or line trees, toge- 
ther with the courses and distances, of the bearing 


trees from their respective corners, with the pro-| 


per letters and numbers marked on then; all rivers, 
creeks, springs and smaller streams of water, with 
their width, and the course they run in crossing the 
line, and whether navigable; rapid, or otherwise; 
also the face of the country, whether level, hilly 
or mountainous; the kinds of timber and under- 
f'owth with which the land may be covered, and 
the quality of the soil; all lakes, ponds, swamps, 
Peat or turf grounds, coal beds, stone quarries» un- 
Common natural or artificial productions, such as 


remains of antient fortifications, mounds, precipices, | 


caves, &c. all rapids, cascades or falls of water; mi- 
herals, ores, fossils &c. ‘The true situation of all 
mines, salt licks, salt springs and mill seats which 
May come to their knowledge. From the Peturns 


of the surveys thus made, a complete knowledge 
of the country may be obtained, and maps thereof 
drawn with the greatest accuracy. The ‘eld notes 
of the surveyors, together with the plats and de- 
scriptions, made out therefrom, are filed in the office 
of the surveyor general of the United States, or of 
the principa} surveyors for the territories of Missis- 
sippi, Mlinois and Missouri. 


Hints to purchasers of public lands. 

When the lands of a district are surveyed and 
prepared for sale, three months public notice of the 
time and place of sale is given, by proclamation of 
{the president of the United States. All the lands in 
such district are, at the time and place appointed, 
offered at public s:’®to the highest bidder; after 
which all tracts not sold are open for entry, at pri- 
vate sale, at two dollars per acre. They are sold 
either in sections, half sections, or quarters, at the 
option of the purchaser; but fractional sections on 
navigable waters or Indian boundaries, are sold en- 
tire. An act of congress, passed at tlie late session, 
authorises from and afier the 1st of September next, 
the sale of sections numbered 2, 5, 20, 23,30 and 33, 
in half quarter sections, or txacts of eighty acres; the 
quarter sections being divided into two equal parts 
by lines running north and south. 

When a purchaser has selected the tract he pro- 
poses to enter, and ascertained at the register’s 
office that such tract is not already sold, he must 
apply to the register for the puchase thereof, by a 
| written application, designating the number of the 
isection, township and range, which must be signed 
by the person applying. The purchaser must then 
pay to the receiver of public monies, a deposit of 
| one-twentieth part of the purchase money for the 

tract entered, which for a quarter section of 160 
acres, is sixteen dollars. For this payment the re- 
ceiver will issue a receipt, which must be filed with 
the register, who will make an entry on his books 
of the application, and the payment made; and, if 
the purchaser requires it, will give him a copy of 
such entry, and also a copy of the plat, with a de- 
scription of the tract purchased. Before the expi- 
ration of forty days from the date of the purchase, 
the remainder of the first instalment of one-fourth 
part of the purchase money must be paid to the re- 
ceiver of public monies, and his receipt therefor 
filed with the register, or on failure to do go, the tract 
will be again exposed to sale aud may be entered 

any other person. But if the payment of the first 
instalment is not completed within three months 
from the time of purchase, the tract reverts to the 
United States, and the money paid as deposit for- 
feited. On producing to the register the feceipt of 
the receiver of public manies, for the payment of 
the first instalment, the proper entries therefor will 
be made by him on his books; and he will issue to 
the purchaser, a certificate of the purchase, de- 
scribing the tract sold, the amount of purchase 
money, the amount paid on account, the balance re- 
maining due, and the time when the remaining three 
instalments shall become due; and that if it shall 
be duly discharged, the purchaser, or his assignee, 
or other legal representative shall be entitled to a 
patent for the said land. On the payment of each of 
the remaining instalments, the receipts of the re- 
ceiver of public monies must be filed with the re- 
gister; and the certifieate of purchase produced to 
him, on which he will endorse the payments. The 
purehaser may, if it be more convenient to him, pay 
the remaining instalments, or any of them, to the 
treasurer of the United States at Washington, hav- 
ing first ascertained at the general land office, the. 
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make, where he will receive the necessary instruc-| 
‘of the United States, published in 1810, in pursa- 


tions. 


troduction” prefixed to an edition of the land law¢ 


Lesser payments than the amount of an instal-}ance of an act of congress, exhibiting the “géneral 


ment, may be made at any time when it may suit the 
convenience of a purchaser, and the amount so paid 
will be credited as “on account.” Or the whole 
of the purchase money may be paid at the time of 
purchase, or at any time before it becomes due.— 
No interest is required upon the credits allowed, if 
the instalments are punctually paid at or before the 
times when they become due; but if they are not 
thus paid, interest is charged on such instalments, 
from the date of the purchase to the time when paid. 
But when payments are made in advance, either at 
the time of purchase, or before they become due, 
a discount at the rate of eight per cent. per annum 
is allowed on such payments, estimated from the 
time paid to the time when it would become due.— 
If the tract be completely paid for at the time of 
purchase, the price of the land would be reduced 
to one dollar and sixty-four cents per acre. 

If the payments are not completed within five 
yesrs from the date of purchase (being one year af- 
ter the last instalment becomes due) the tract ts then 
otiercd at public sale to the highest bidder, and if 
soid, the surplus, if any, after deducting the baiauce 
due, and defraying the expences of sale, &c. is paid 
over to the original purchaser. But if the tract js not 
solid at public sale, it reverts tothe United States, 
and may be again entered by any person at the ori- 
ginal price et two dollars; and: ail the payments 
made by the original purehaser are forfeited. 

When the whole amount of purchase money is 
paid, the accounts therefor on the books of the 
land officers are balanced and closed, and a “final 
certificate” thereof granted by the register to the 
purchaser, exhibiting a transcript of the account 
from his books; and stating that on presentation of 
such certificate to the commissioner of the general 
land office, @ patent will be granted for the land.— 
These certificates, however, are usually transmiited 
by the regisier, to the general land office, where the 
‘tinal certificates,” and the accounts Kept in that 
office are strictly examined and compared; and if 
found correct, patents are issued by the president 
of the U. S. countersigned by the commissioner of 
the general land office, by whom they are trans- 


_ mitted to the register of the land office, to be by 


him delivered to the patentees. There are no fees 
paid by purchasers ef public lands at any of the of. 
fices transacimg the business in relation thereto. 

H a purchaser selis his land before he has com- 
pleted the payments, be must make an assignment 
on the “first certificate,” transferring his right, title 
and claim to the land described therein, to the as- 
Signee. ‘Lhe assignment must be acknowledged 
before a justice of the peace, or other judicial offi- 
cer, whose official capacity must be authenticated 
by the certificate, under seal, of the clerk of the 
county (or district) in which such justice of peace, 
or other judicial officer, resides. ‘the “first certi- 
ficate,” with the assignment, acknowledgment and 
authentication thereon, must be deposited with the 
register of the land office, by the assignee, when 
he completes the payments for the tract, by whom 
it will, together with the “final certificate,” be 
transmitted to the commissioner of the general 
Jand office, at Washington city, who will issue a 
patcnt to the assignee. 

To persons proposing to purchase public land 
and unacquainted with the mode of praceeding, the 
foregoing may, perhaps, afford information that 
will be useful to them. Ais a recapitulation of the 
principal points, I subjoin an extract from the “ip- 





outlines” of the system of the puplic surveys, now 


in force. (See land laws—Introduction, p. xix.] 

1. All the lands are surveyed before they are 
offered for sale; being actually divided into town- 
ships six miles square, and these subdivided into 
36 sections one mile square, and containing each 
640 acres. All the dividing lines running accord. 
ing to the cardinal points, cut one another at right 
angles: except where fractionable sections are form- 
ed by the navigable rivers or by an Indian boundary 
line. “Fhe subdividing lines of quarter sections are 
not actually surveyed, but the corners, boundaries 
and contents of these are designated and ascertain- 
ed by fixed rules prescribed by law. This branch 
of the business is conducted under the superinten- 
dance of two principal surveyors, who appoint their 
own deputies. The powers and duties of the first, 
who is called surveyor general, extend over all the 
public lands north of the river Ohio, and over the 
territory of Louisiana. The other known by the 
name of surveyor of the public lands south of the 
state of Tennessee, superintends the surveys in the 
Mississippi and Orleans territories. Both make re. 
turns of the surveys to the proper land office, and 
to the treasury.* 

“2. The following tracts are excepted from the 
sales, viz: 1. One thirty-sixth part of the lands, or 
a section of 640 acres in each township, is_uni- 
formly reserved and given in perpetuity for the 
support of schools in the township. 2. Seven en- 
tire townships, containing each 23,000 acres, viz: 
two in the state of Ohio, and one in each of the ter-~ 
ritories of Michigan, Indiana, Hlinois, Mississippi 
and Orleans, have been also reserved and given in 
perpetuity for the support of seminaries of learning. 
3. All salt springs and lead mines are also reserved, 
but may be leased by the president of the United. 
States. Three other sections were formerly reserv- 
ed in each township for the future disposition of 
congress; but this reservation has, since the act of 
26th March 1804, been discontinued. One section 
was also reserved in each township within the boun- 
daries of the tracts respectivly sold to the Ohio 
company, and to John Cleves Symmes, and was 
given in perpetuity for religious purposes; but this 
reservation has not been extended to any other part 
of the public lands. 

“The Mississippi, the Ohio, and all the navigable 
rivers and waters leading inte either, or into the 
river St. Lawrence, remain common highways, and 
forever free to all the citizens of the United States, 
without any tax, import or duty therefor. 

«3. All the other public lands not thus excepted, 
are, after the rightful private claims have been as- 
certained and confirmed, offered for sale at public 
sale in quarter sections of 160 acres each, but can- 
not be sold for less than two dollars anacre. The 

*Since the publication of the volume from which 
this extract is taken, there has been two additional 
surveyors appoimted; the first of whom is called the 
“surveyor of the public lands in the territories of 
filinois and Missouri,” and superintends the pub- 
lic surveys in those territories. Since the creation 
of this office the powers and duties of the surveyor 
general extend only over the states of Ohio and In- 
diana and the territory of Michigan. The other 
principal surveyor, who has been appointed at. the 
close of the late session of congress, has, it ap- 
pears, the direction of the surveys in the northern 








part of the Mississippi territory. 
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jands not purchased at public sale, may at any time 
after be purchased in quarter sections at private 
sale, and at the rate of two dollars an acre, and 
without paying any fees whatever. The purchase 
money, whether the land be bought at public or at 
private gale, is payable in four equal instalments, 
the first within forty days, and the three others 
within two years, three years and four years after 
the date of the purchase. No interest is charged 
if the payments be punctually made; but it must 
be paid from the date of the purchase, at the rate 
of six per cent. a year, on each instalment not paid 
on the day on which it becomes due. A discount 
at the rate of eight percent. a year, is allowed for 
prompt payment; which, if the whole purchase mo- 


s ney be paid at the time of purchasing the land, re- 


duces its price to one dollar and sixty-four cents 
peracre. Tracts notcampletely paid for within five 
years after the date of purchase, are offered for 
sale at public sale, for a price not less than the prin- 
cipal and interest due thereon; if the land ¢annot 
be sold for that sum, it reverts to the United States, 
and the partial payments made therefor are forfeit- 
ed: if it sells for more, the surplus is returned to 


§ the original purchaser ” 


In my next [ expect to give you some account of 


| the several ‘systems of the public surveys, and of 


the land offices established for the sale of the pub- 

lic lands, in the states of Ohio and Indiana, and the 

territories of Michigan, Illinois and Missouri. 
Yours &c. 

Mr, H. Niles. 


A Oe NRO 
Public buildings. 

The prebable expence of finishing the public 
buildings of the United States at Washington, are 
thus estimated by the superintendants— 
For finishing the north wing of the capitol, 

exclusive of materials on hand $107,941 
the south wing, as above . 126,490 
the president’s house and offices, with 

colonades to offices complete > 96,642 
the porticos to the narth and south 

. 55,588 


fronts. ° ~~ s ~ 
386,661 











at is expected that the chambers for the senate 
ind house of representatives may be ready for their 
€ception in the autumn of 1818. 








Memorial on Manufactures. 


#0 the honorable the senate and house of representa- 
tives of the United States in congress assembled, 

_The memorial of the subscribers, citizens of Ral- 
more, respectfully represents, 

That during the interruption of the foreign trade 
f the United States, by embargo, non-intercourse 
d war, a great and salutary stimulus was given 
> Manufacturing establishments. Extensive and 
‘pensive works were erected in various parts of 
© union, multitudes of hands employed, some 
“muneration received by the proprietors, and 
ssential service rendered to the nation. But the 
nclusion of peace, and the consequent free inter- 
-ursé with Europe, and more particularly with 
ritain, soon deluged our market with foreign 
anufactures; the products of old and highly im- 
oved establishments, by which the infant rising 
anufactures of this country have suffered such a 
éck, as threatens to be fatal to them, and destruc- 


less supported and upheld by the energy and wis- 
dom of the national government. 

We believe it now to be the general conviction 
of the American people, that from the experience 
already obtained, we are ripe for manufacturing 
for our own consumption; that nothing farther is 
necessary for accomplishing this important object, 
but the fostering hand of the government; in per- 
petually watching over and aiding the manufactur- 
ing system; in imposing such protecting duties as 
will secure te our manufacturers the home market; 
that such laws should be unlimited in duration 
and that they should be so framed as to make 
evasion next to impossible.—For no doubt remains 
in our minds, that by the ingenuity and fraud of 
many importers, the officers of our customs are 
deceived, the revenue injured, and the duties 
wisely imposed to protect American manufactures, 
rendered of no avail. 

We believe manufacturing establishments to be 
essential to our prosperity. We do not know that 
the annals of history afford any instance of a nation 
being great, powerful, and happy, unless where 
> Ninian manufactures and commerce flourish- 
ed. 

England is indebted to this combination for her 
great wealth, population, and political power; but 
perhaps to none of the three so muel as to her 
manufactures. Their gross annua! value, previous 
to the establishment of her cotton works, were 
estimated at sixty millions sterling. The cotton 
manufacture, which for several years after the 
reign of the present king, George the third, did 
not exceed in annual value two hundred thousand 
pounds, has reached the enormous amount of se- 
venteen millions sterling; nearly equal to her staple 
manufacture, the woolen: which has been long 
stated at nineteen millions, making a grand total of 
the annual value of English manufactures of nearly 
eighty millions sterling. 

When we contemplate the number of people 
provided for by such establishments, the mechanics 
employed in the construction of the various works, 
and in keeping them in repair, miners, and wool 
growers, the number of farmers, and the quantity 
of cultivation necessary for their support, the roads, 
the bridges, and canals necessary for their circula- 
tion, the shipping for the importation of raw material 
and for export of the manufactures, we must at 
once see the national importance and value of such 
works. 3 

Borrowing information from history and experi- 
ence, we see how admirably the United States are 
fitted for participating in such advantages. Living 
under a really free government, because purely 
representative, with a territory almost unlimited, 
possegsing the advantages of all climates, a soil in 
many places luxuriantly fertile, a population nume- 
rous, active, and ingenious, augmenting with a 
celerity of which history affords no exainple; and 
now abounding in capital, we only want the aid of 
our national government to put in action the energies 
of our people, by a conspant, unintermitted, assidu- 
ous support and protection, 

As the best of friends to. agriculture, we wish 
the establishment of manufactures, because in 
many places of our extensive territory, lands are 
so situated, that the proprietors have no induce- 
ment to extend their cultivatian beyond their own 
support; for all their neighbors raise enough of 
proyisions for their own consumption, consequently 
there are no purchasers; and the articles they raise 
will not bear the expence of distant land carriage, 





© of the immense capital employed in them, un- 





and they have no sonveyanee by water.— What is 
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the consequence? excellent lands remajn in a state 
of nature, the farmer and his family have no motive 
to industry, and idleness is the parent of vice.— 
Intoxication, gambling, and irregularity prevail, 
and spread through the district more destructively 
than the pestilence. Let manufactures be esta- 
blished in such neighborhoods, a demand will neces- 
sarily arise for agricultural produce; lands will be 
improved and extensively cultivated; industry, good 
order, and riches will abound, and the whole face 
of the country put on the appearance of a garden. 
By such means, if you cannot bring the farmer to 
market, you can bring the market to the farmer; 
you change and improve the whole state of society, 
you give orign to good roads, to bridges, navigable 
rivers, and canals; give celerity to exchanges, the 
life and soul of commerce; and facilitate the inter- 
course of every part of the country, with every 
other. i 

To secure a regular and constant market to our 
agriculturist, is of the lastimportance. All politic 
economical writers agree, in considering the home 
market and the home trade as very superior to the 
foreign trade, because, the returns are more fre- 
quent, and the risks less, and every profit remains 
with the nation. In Britain, they esiimate the su- 
perior benefits of the home trade to that of the 
foreign, as 28 to 12. In times of peace we have 
mo reason to expect a steady demand, nor conse- 
quently a goed price for our agricultural products. 
If these products remain on hand, or sell for little 
or no profit, the cultivation will necessarily decline, 
and intolerable distress will ensue. ‘To prevent 
such occurrences, home manufactures afford a 
substantial remedy. We are of opinion that the 
necessary hands employed at home to manufacture 
for the population of the United States would con- 
gume more provisions than all we export. 

It has been alledged, that wages were too high 
in America to admit of our entering into competi- 
tion in manufactures with the older countries of 
Europe, particularly Britain. We believe the opi- 
nion is not well founced. The wages of the per- 
sons employed in the upper departments of manu, 
facitures, are high in England. Calico printers, chief 
spinners of coiton or woolen, or superintendants, 
principal dyers and finishers, generally earn wages 
equal to from ten to fifteen dollars per week; wo- 
men and children who perform a great part of the 
work, can be hired nearly as low here as in Eng- 
land; and there is no reason to doubt that our 
co'ered people can be extensively and advanta- 
geously employed in many manufactures. Lowness 
of wages, and low price of raw material, do not 
necessarily produce cheap manufacture; for it is 
well ascertained, that though the cotton spinners 
of Bengal buy their cotton at two pence per pound 
and get a man’s day labor for two pence mare, vet 
the British spinner can undersell the Asiatic, be- 
cause by the intervention of labor-saving machinery, 
he can spin as much by one person as requires in 
India sixty persons; but allowing for the superior 
expence of this maciiinery and other contingencies, 
twenty persons, still it will be as one man in Britain 
to forty in India. 

In the United States we have the knowledge 
of the labor-saving machinery, the raw material, 
and provisions cheaper than in Briain; but the 
overgrown Capital of the British manufacturer and 
the dexterity acquired by long experience, make a 
considerable time, heavy duties necessary for our 
protec'ion.—We have beaten England out of our 


building; these are all the works of the hands, 
where labor saving machinery gives no aid; so that 
her superiority over us in manufactures, consists, 
more in the excellence and nicety of the labor sav- 
ing machinery, than in the wages of labor. With 
all their jealously, and restrictions upon the emigra. 
tions of workmen, the distresses and misfortunes of 
England will, by due encouragement, send much of 
her skill and knowledge to our shores; let us be 
ready to take full benefit of such events as England 
herself did when despotic laws in Germany, and 
other parts of Europe, drove their manufacturers, 
into Britain, which laid the foundation of her pre- 
sent eminence. 

So sensible is the British government of the ne- 
cessity, and advantage of completely securing their 
markets to their own manufacturers that, although 
no other country can enter into competition with 
them on their own soil, in the greatest part of their 
manufactures, yet, laws either absolutely prohibij 
tory, or duties tantamount to prohibition exists upon 
eyery article capable of being made in England; 
and the severest penalties are inflicted upon the 
exportation of any kind of machinery, or -the emi- 
gration of any workman. Nevertheless, the com- 
petition among their own manufacturers, keeps 
down the price to the consumer, in general, lower 
than be could otherwise obtain it. — 

We also beg leave to remark, that sales at auc- 
tion are extremely injurious to our manufactur- 
ing and mercantile interests. This mode of sale, 
besides affording to foreign agents an immediate 
reward for frauds, gives to them advantages in 
which the regular and honest merchant cannot par- 
ticipate. Advantages we believe, denied to them 
in their own country, the policy of which is said to 
interdict, (except in a few inatances) all sales at 
auction, on acccunt of their evil effects upon their 
mercantile and manufacturing interests! By this 
mode of sale, the fair merchant is stripped of all the 
advantages, which, by a necessary establishment, 
large advances, and a long course of honorable deal- 
ing, he had acquired; while strangers, bound by no 
tie to this country, who bear none of its burthens, 
perform no civil duties, nor any services in peace or 
war; who are not eyen at the expence of store rent, 
nor clerk hire; who are so transitory, as scarcely to 
be amenable to our laws; are enabled to monopo- 
lize our markets, by which our merchants are in 
many instances obliged to sacrifice their goods 
through the same process, in order to pay their 
duties to the goyernment. And too many are com- 
pelled, by the stagnation of their trade, in moments 
of pecunisry distress, to resort to these destructive 
atiction sales, by which insolvencies are produced, 
and a circle of connections are involved in ruin. 

To promote the cbjects of this memorial, wé 
would, with due deference to the national legis- 
lature, suggest a revision of their protecting laws, 
with such enactments as would make them effec- 
tual; as well as an assurance that they would be pers 
manent, and that the manufacturing imterests ne- 
ver would be neglected. No individual can with 
justice alledge, that to lay protecting duties, is to 
take money out of the pockets ofthe farmers, 10 
place it in that of the merchant or manufacturer. 
—The necessary taxes for the wants of the stat¢ 
must be provided; if they are obtained in one Way, 
they will not be required iv another, and what- 
ever enriches one description of citizens, relative- 
ly enriches all. The United States do not consist 
of parts, they are a whole; whatever enriches one 





market in hats, shoes, boots, and all manufactures 
of leather; we are very much her superior in ship 





part, enriches all; if not directly, indirectly? ‘2 
veste varietas sit, scis sufa non sit.” “The coal 
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is without seam, woven from the top throughout, 
let us not rend it.” 

To secure the imposed duties, reliance should 
not be placed on custom house oaths, nor should 
oaths be multiplied: the frequency of them destroys 
their solemnity, sports with the most sacred obliga- 
tions, and is unfriendly to religion and morality. 





Inspectors, acquainted with the quality of the 





ods, should be appointed; whoge duty it should 
4 to ascertain by actual examination of the goods, 
the correspondence of the denomination, or value, 
to the entry; if frauds are practised, heavy penalties 
should be inflicted. Goods of foreign manufacture, 
passing coast wise, from one port to another, should 
be accompanied with permits, certifying to the col- 
lector of the port at which they are to be landed, 
by definite descriptions, that, entry had been fairly 
made on them at the port of entry. Severe laws and 
disabilities should be enacted against smuggling, 
and every fraud committed against the revenue laws. 

We believe that a duty of ten per cent should be 
imposed on sales by auction, of all linen, cotton, 
woolen, and silk goods, and of all those made of 
metal, with the exception of the estates of bank- 
rupts, iusolvent persons deceased, and sheriffs and 
marsiials sales. } 

We pray that it may be the practice of the presi- 
dent, and vice prisident of the United States, and 
of the members of congress, as well as governors of 
respective staies and their legislatures, with all 
their civil, miiitary, and naval officers, to wear and 
use the manufactures of their own country of every 
description, by which, we think, they will effec-| 
tually promote its best interests, exhibit their pa- 
triotic principles, and excite a just principle of imi- 
tation. 

And your memorislisis further request, in behalf 
of your mercantile and manufacturing interests, 
such aid and protection as from time to time may 
appear necessary; and as may place them be- 
yond the reach of such foreign, domestic, or inimi- 
ca} influence, as intends them injury or aims at their 
destruction. 

And your memorialists, as in duty bound, will 
ever pray. 








Free people of color. 











Report on colonizing the free people of color of the 
United Stutes. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FEB. 11. 





The committee to whom was referred the me-! 
morial of the president and board of munagers of | 
the “American society for colonizing the free peo- | 
ple of color of the United States,” have had the 
same under their deliberate consideration. The 
subject is of such magnitude, and attended with so 
many difficulties, it is with much diffidence they'| 
present their views of it to the house. 

Were it simply a question of founding a colony,| 





not far distant, the rapidly extending settlements 
of our white inhabitants would soon reach them; 
and the evil now felt would be renewed; probably 
with aggravated mischief. Were the colony to be 
remote, it must be planted on lands now owned 
and eceupied by the native tribes of the country. 
And could a territory be purchased, the transport- 
ing of the colonists thither, would be vastly ex- 
pensive, their subsistence for a time difficult, and 
a body of troops would be required for their pro- 
tection. And after all, should these difficulties be 
overcome, the original evil would at length recur, 
by the extension of our white population. In the 
mean time, should the colony so increase as to 
become a nation, it is not difficult to foresee the 
quarrels and destructive wars which would ensue; 
especially if the slavery of people of color should 
continue, and accompany the whites in their migra- 
tions. on 

Turning our eyes from our own country, no other, 
adapted to the colony in contemplation, presented 
itself to our view, nearer than Africa, the native 
land of negroes; and probably that is the only conn- 
try on the globe to which it would be practicable 
to transfer our free people of color with safety, and 
advantage to themselves and the civilized world. 
It is the country which, in the order of Provicence, 


seems to have been appropriated to that distinct 


family of mankind. And while it presents the 
fittest asylum for the free people of color, it opers 
a wide field for the improvements in civiliza- 
tion, morals and religion, which the humane and 
enlightened memorialists have conceived it ‘possi- 
ble, in process ef time, to spread over that great 
continent. 

Should the measure suggested be approved, an 
important question occurs.—In what way shall its 
execution be essayed ? 

A preliminary step would be, to provide for the 
perfect neutrality of the colony, by the explicit 
assent and engagement of all the civilized powers, 
whatever dissensions may at any time arise among 
themselves. 

The next important question is—Will it be ex- 
pedient to attempt the establishment of a new co- 
lony in Afvica, or to make to Great Britain a pro- 
posal to receive the emigrants from the United 
States into her colony of Sierra Leone? 

At Sierra Leone, the first difficulties have been 


surmounted; anda few free people of color from 


the United States have been admitted. A gradual 
addition from the same source (and such would be 
the natural progress) would occasion no embarrass- 
ment, either in regard to their sustenance or govern- 
ment.—Would the British government consent to 
receive such an aecession of emigrants, however 
eventually considerable, from the United States?-— 
Would that government agree that, at the period 
when that colony shall be capable of self-govern- 
ment and self-protection, it shail be declared inde. 


numerous and well known precedents show with|pendent? In the mean time, will it desire to mono- 
what facility the work might be accomplished.|polize the commerce of the colony? This would be 
Every new territory established by our government, |injurious to the colonists, as well as to the United 
constitutes, indeed, a colony, formed with great ease; |States.—Should that country from the nature of its 
because it is only an extension of homogeneous set-'soil and other circumstances, hold out sufficient al- 
tlements. But in contemplating the colonizatioa lurements, and draw to it from the United States, the 
of the free people of color, it seemed obviously! great body of the free people of color, these would 
necessary to take a different course.—Their distinct form its strength, and its ability to render its com- 
character and relative condition, render an entire}merce an object of consideration. Now as the 
separation from our own states and territories indis-| great and permanent benefit of the colonists, was 
Pensable. And this separation must be such as to|the fundamental principle of the establishment— 
admit of an indefinite continuance. Hence, it seems will the British government decline a proposition 
manifest that these people cannot be colonized with-| calculated to give to that benefit the important cx 
41 the limits of the United States. If they wére; tension which will arise from a freedom of com. 
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merce; to those, at least, at whose expenke, and by 
whoae means, the colony shalt be essentially ex- 
tended? Should an agreement with Great Britain 
be effected, no further negociation, nor any extra- 
ordinary expenditure of money, will be required. 
The work already commenced will be continued— 
simply of carrying to Sterra Leone, all who are will, 
ing to embark. 


It would seem highly desirable to confine the mi- 
grations to a single colony. The two distinct and 
independent colonies, established and protected by 
two independent powers, would naturally imbibe 
the spirit and distinctions of their patrons and pro- 
tectors, and put in jeopardy the peace and prospe- 
rity of both. Even the simple fact of separate in- 
dependence, would eventually, tend to produce 
collisions and wars between the two establishments 
(unless, indeed, they were far removed from each 
other) and perhaps defeat the further humane and 
exalted views of those who projected them. The 
spirit which animated the founders of the colony 
of Sierra Leone, would be exerted to effect a union 
of design, and the cordial co-operation of the Bri- 
tish government with our own, and it might be 
hoped not without success. It would be in ac- 
cordance with the spirit of a stipulation :n the last 
treaty of peace; by which the two governments 
stands pledged to each other, to use their best en- 
deavors to effect the entire abolition of the traffic 
in slaves, while the proposed institution would tend 
to diminish the quantity of slavery actually exist- 
ing. 

If, however, such enlarged and liberal views 
should be wanting, then the design of forming a 
separate colony might be announced by the Ameri- 
can ministers, to the maritime powers; and their 
guarantee of the neutrality of the colony obtain- 
ed. 


Your committee do not think it proper to pursue 
the subject any further at this time; but that the 
government should wait the result of the suggested 
negociations; on which ulterior measures must de- 
pend. 


In conclusion, your committee beg leave to re- 
port a joint resolution, embracing the views herein 
before exhibited. 


Resolved, by the senate and house of representatives 
af the United States of America, in congress assembled, 
That the president be, and is hereby authorized to 
consult and negociate with all the governments 
where ministers of the United States are, or shall 


be accredited, on the means of effecting an entire} 


and immediate abolition of the traffic in slaves.— 
And, also, te enter into a convention with the go- 
vernment of Great-Britain, for receiving into the 
colony of Sierra Leone, such of the free people of 
color of the United States, as, with their own con- 
gent, shall be carried thither; stipulating such 
terms as shall be most beneficial to the colonists, 


while it promotes the peaceful interests of Great 


Britain and the United States. And should this pro- 


position not be accepted, then to obtain from Great} 


Britain, and the other maritime powers, a stipula- 
tron, or a formal declaration to the same effect, 
guaranteeing a permanent neutrality for any colony 
of free people of color, which, at the expence and 
under the auspices of the United States, shall be 
established on the African coast. 2 


Resolved, That adequate provision shall hereafter 
be made to defray any necessary expences which 
way be incurred in carrying the preceding resolu- 
“ion juto effect. 


Foreign Articles. 


ENGLAND, &c. 
London dates to February 7, inclusive. 

The state of things in England appears to have 
approached a very alarming crisis. The prince re-; 
gent, on his way to parliament to open the session 
by a speech from the throne, was insulted with the 
hootings and hisses of an immense multitude of 
people, and in returning was attacked by another 
mod with stones, and, 2s lord Murray supposes, 
with dzilets fired from an air gun. See his examina- 
tion before the house of commons. The regent escaped 
without injury, but lord Murray was woyunded.— 
1,000£, reward are offered by proclamation for the 
apprehension of the person or persons who were 
guilty of the “‘attempt upon the life” of the prince, 
and it is said that several have been arrested and 
committed to trial on a charge of high treason. A’ 
bullet much battered, so as to be nearly flat, has 
been picked up near the place where the regent’s 
coach was attacked. The person who found it was. 
examined by lord Sidmouth. _ . 

After the king was attacked in his coach in 1795, 
very much in the same manner that the prince re- 
gent has been, the habeas corpus act was suspended, 
and the power of the ministers exceedingly in- 
creased—and advantage was taken of the circum- 
stance to alarm the people with ten thousand tales 
of “tubs” and conspiracies, whereby they were 
warmed into loyalty and forgot their then sufferings 
in anticipating greater evils. On that occasion one 
man was sentenced to seven years’ imprisonment 
for having “made mouths” at the royal carriage! 

But the regent’s message to parliament of the 
29th of January, inserted below, is of more import- 
ance than the attack upon his person, if the often- 
repeated declarations of the ministers may be be- 


lieved, that that message had no connection with 


or reference to the attack. It goes to shew the pre- 
valence of a revolutionary spirit to a much greater 
extent than we apprehended to exist in that coun- 
try, and evinces to us that the government is ex- 
ceedingly alarmed—unless, indeed, the whole bu- 
siness, even the mob-scene itself, has been got up 
by the ministers themselves to cozen the people out 
of their just demands. 

The apprehensions of a scarcity of grain has sub- 
sided. The supplies from the continent have been 
very extensive. Fine old wheat, however, was at 
64. to 6£. 10s. per quarter. Average for England 
and Wales 103s. 11d. ‘ee : 

Stocks.—Feb. 4. cons. 64 a 643. 

Lord Castlereagh.—The old Corry packet, (says 
a Dublin paper) in a recent passage from this port 
to Newry, had on board a fine Arabian horse, be- 


‘longing to his lordship, which some of our readers 


might have lately seen in this port. A most violent 
storm arese; and it was with difficulty that the cap- 
tain and crew prevented the passengers from throw- 
ing the poor animal overboard; as they persisted in 
attributing their danger to having any thing belong- 
ing to that popular nobleman on board. 

It is stated that Castlereugi’s care of the people 
of England has enabled Ais father to pay off an old 


jdebt of 50,000£. and to purchase new estates which 


cost him 250,0004.—together equal to $1,332,000. 
A man ought to “provide for his family.” 

Some of the British troops will be immediately 
drawn from France for “home service’?—25 trans-« 
ports have been taken up for the purpose. 

Canning’s impudence in talking about the whole 
some plans of the ministers, &c. was handsomely 





rebuked by sir Robert Heros, who said, ‘that he 
(Canning) himself was one of the most flagrant ana 
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shameful instances of the wonderful profusion and 


corruption of the ministers.”—Canning’s wages for 


_ supporting the ministry, are about £12,000 a year. 


Double the amount of our president’s salary. 

At the commencement of the present year, the 
collectors of the revenue in Ireland received notices 
for the discontinuance of 395 four-wheeled car- 
riages, 2565 two-wheeled do. 1785 horses, 624 ser- 
yants, 2226 windows, and 5564 hearths. 

Royalty in the straw.—The following comical ar- 
ticle from a London paper of January 29, is well 
worth a record, for it will afford many a laugh to 
our readers— 

“We have the happiness to announce that her 
royal highness the dutchess of Cumberland is safe- 
ly brought to bed. Yesterday morning early her 
royal highness was unwell, and between nine and 

en o’clock she was taken in labor; orders were giv- 
en for issuing the summonses which had been in rea- 
diness for several days to the archbishop of Canter- 
bury, the bishop of London, the lord chancellor, 
and the rest of the cabinet ministers, who all at- 
tended. Her royal highness was brought to bed 
soon after their arrival, which was about one o’clock 
The child was still-born. 

In a short time afterwards the following bulletin 
was issued:— 

*¢St. James’? Monday, Jan. 27. 

“Her royal highness the dutchess of Cumberland 
was delivered at one o’clock this day, ofa still-born 
female child, and is as well as can be expected. 

‘*H, HALFORD. 
“C. M. CLARKE.” 

Col. Thornton waited upon the prince regent to 
inform him of the event. Messengers were sent off 
to the queen at Windsor, the princess Charlotte at 
Claremont, the dutchess of Gloucester, and the 
other branches of the royal family; also the dutch- 
ess’s family abroad.” 

GPpThe debates in the British parliament had 
already assumed uncommon importance—the state 
of the country was freely discussed and exposed. 
Petitions for reform were pouring in at a great rate. 
On the reply to the address of the prince regent 
which, according to custom, is a mere echo—the 
votes for it were 264, against it 112, which shews 
the majority of the ministers. 

IMPERIAL PARLIAMENT. 
: HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Tuesday, January 28, 1817.—This being the day 
appointed by the prince regent for the meeting of 
both houses of parliament, his royal highness came 
down in state, and entered the house of peers at 
two o’clock. 
all the great officers of state; the earl of Liverpool 
carried the sword of state on his royal highness’s 
right hand, and the marquis of Winchester carried 
the crown on a cushion on his left. 

In a few minutes after the regent had taken his 
seat on the throne, the commons having been 
summoned by the usher of the black rod, appear- 
ed at the bar of the house of peers, with their speak- 
er at their head, when his royal highness delivered 
to both houses of parliament the following speech: 

My lords and gentlemen, 

It is with deep regret that [am again obliged 
to announce to you, that no alteration has occurred 
in the state of his majesty’s lamentable indisposition. 

I continue to receive from foreign powers the 
strangest assurance of their friendly disposition to- 
wards this country; and of their earnest desire to 
Maintain the general tranquility. 

The hostilities to which I was compelled to re- 
sort, in vindication of the honor of the country 





His royal highness was attended by'| 








against the government of Algiers, have been at- 
tended with the most complete success. 

The splendid achievement of his majesty’s fleet 
in conjunction with a squadron of the king of the 
Netherlands, under the gallant and able conduct 
of admiral viscount Exmouth, led to the immediate 
and unconditional liberation of all christian cap- 
tives, then within the territory of Algiers, and to 
the renunciation by its government of the practice of 
christian slavery. 

I am persuaded that you, will be duly sensible. 
of the importance of an arrangement so- interest- 
ing to humanity, and reflecting, from the manner in 
which it wag accomplished, such signal honor on the 
British nation. | : . 

In India, the refusal of the government of Nepaul 
to ratify a treaty of peace which had been signed 
by its plenipotentiaries, occasioned a renewal, of 
military operations. | 

The judicious arrangements of the governor- 
general, seconded by the bravery and perseverance 
of his majesty’s forces and those of the Bast India 
company, brought the campaign to a speedy and, 
successful issue; and peace has been finally esta- 
blished upon the just, the honorable terms of the 
original treaty. 

Gentlemen of the house of commons, 

I have directed the estimates of the current year 
to be laid before you. 

They have been formed upon a full consideration 
of all the present circumstances of the country, 


{with an anxious desire to make every reduction in 


our establishments which the safety of the empire 
and sound policy allow. 

I recommend the state of the pulic income and 
expenditure to your early and serious attention. 

I regret to be under the necessity of informing 
you, that there has been a deficiency in the produce 
of the revenue of the last year; but I trust that it 
is to be ascribed to temporary causes; and I have 
the consolation to believe, that you will find it 
practicable to provide for the public service of the 
year, without making any addition to the burthens 
of the people, and without adopting any measure 
fg to that system by which the public credit 
of the country has been hitherte sustained. 

My lords and gentieeen, 

I have the satisfaction to inform you, that the 
arrangements which were made in the last session 
of parliament, with a view to a new silver coinage, 
have been completed with unprecedented expedi- 
tion. 

I have given directions for the immediate issue 
of the new coin, and I trust that this measure will 
be productive of considerable advantages to the 
trade and internal transactions of the country. 

The distresses consequent upon the termination 
of a war of such Sheual extent and duration, have 
been felt with greater or less severity, throughout 
all the nations of Europe; and have been consider- 
ably aggravated by the unfavorable state of the 
season. 

Deeply as I lament the pressure of these evils up- 
on this country, I am sensible that they are of ana- 
ture not to admit of an immediate. remedy; but 
whilst I observe with peculiar satisfaction the for- 
titude with which so many privations have been 
borne, and the active benevolence which has been 
employed to mitigate them, I am persuaded that 
the great sources of our national prosperity are es- 
sentially unimpaired; and I entertain a confident ex- 
pectation that the native energy of the country will, 
at no distant period, surmount all difficulties in 
which we are involved 
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_ In considering our internal situation, you will, if giass on the prince’s left hand. The fracture ap 
doubt not, feel a just indignation at the attempts 


peared to be produced by two bullets, for round 


which have been made to take advantage of the dis-| apertures had been made in the glass, and the re- 
tresses of the country, for the purpose of exciting) mainder of it was not broken, he had not the slight- 


a spirit of sedition and violence. 


est doubt that the fracture was caused by bullets. 


1am too well convinced of the loyalty and sense| Abouta minute after this happened a very large stone 
of the great body of his majesty’s subjects, to be-| wag thrown at the other glass, and then three or 
ieve them capable of being perverted by the arts| four other stones with great violence; he had exami- 


which are employed to seduce them; but I am de- 


ned the first glass that was broken minutely; there 


termined to omit no precautions for counteracting| was no crowd near the carriage at the time; but if 


the designs of the disaffected: And I rely with the 
utmost confidence on your cordial support and co- 
operation, in-upholding a system of law and go- 
vernment, from which we have derived inestimable 
advantages, which has enabled us to conclude with 
unexampled glory, a contest whereon depended 
the best interests of mankind, and which has been 
hitherto felt by ourselves, as it is acknowledged 
by other nations, to be the most perfect that has 
ever fallen to the lot of any people. 
HOUSE OF COMMONS—JANUARY 28. 

While the house was debating about a motion 
for an address to the regent on his mest gracious 
speech— 

Two messengers fiom the lords appeared at the 
bar, with a communication; being admitted to the 
table—they stated, that they were commanded by 
their lordships, to desire a present conference 
with this house, in the painted chamber, on a sub- 
ject materially affecting the safety of his royal 
highness the prince regent, and the honor and dig- 
nity of parliament; and was directed to inform the 
house, that in the absence of the usual messengers, 
the clerk assistant, and reading clerk, were depu. 
ted to convey the message. 

The chancellor of the exchequer moved, ‘that 
the house do acquiesce in the message sent by the 
jords.”—This motion was unanimously agreed to. 

The speaker then said, that as the house had 


agreed to the message requesting a conference, # | 


a pistol had been fired with gunpowder, the person 
firing it, he thinks must have been recognized; he 
supposes, as no report was heard by him, they came 
from an air gun. There was no bullets found in the 
carriage; he supposes they were shot from some one 
of the trees; the opposite glass was up, it was not 
broke at all; he got out of the carriage immediate- 
ly after the prince regent, did not search the car- 
riage; nor did he know whether any bullets were 
found at the bottom of it. The master of the horse 
was in the carriage; splinters of the glass were found; 
the stone which struck the opposite glass did not 
enter the carriage, the glass was very thick. 

In answer to a question from lord Milton, the wit - 
ness said, that his royal highness sat in the middle, 
between the master of the horse and the witness.— 
The stone smashed the window and pounded the 
glass which was remarkable thick. There was a 
;footman and a life guards man by the side of the 
| carriage. He could not say whether the supposed 

bullets perforated any part of the carriage. 

The witness having withdrawn, Mr. Vansittart 
conceived that no further information could be ne- 
|cessary, after the testimony they had just heard, to 
induce the house to concur in the address— Hear 
Heur! He therefpre moved that the address be read. 

The address was then read, to the following effect; 
“We your royal highness’ dutiful and loyal subjects, 
the commons house of parliament, beg leave hum- 
bly to express our abhorence of the outrage offer- 








would be proper to name their messengers. ' ed this day to the person of your royal highness, and 


The following members were accordingly depu-' 


regret that there should be found a person in these 


ted: the chancellor of the exchequer, Mr. Canning, | dominions capable of committing so daring and 


Mr. Ponsonby, Mr. Tierney, sir S. Romilly, lord: 
Arch Hamilton, lord Lascelles, Mr. Freemantle, and | 
several otiers, who repaired to conference. After 
a short interval they returned to the house, when | 

The chancellor of the exchequer reported, that) 
the lords had communicated to them that several 
daring outrages had been committed on the person 
of his royal highness the prince regent, on his re- 
turn from parliament this day; that they had agreed | 
upon an address to his royal highness; and request- | 
el the concurrence of the commons house in the 
same. The lords had likewise informed them, that 
they had received the evidence of a witness, the 
right hon. James Murry. 

The chancellor of the exchequer then moved, 
that the further consideration of the debate on the 
address should be adjourned till tomorrow. 

This being agreed to, the right hon. gentleman 
moved, that the message of the lords be now taken 
into consideration, and that lord James Murry be 
called in and examined as to the fact stated in the 
address. 

Lord J. Murry was then called to the bar, and 
in answer to certain questions put to them by the 
chancellor of the exchequer, Mr. Curwen, Mr. 
Wayne, and some other members stated, that he is 
a‘lord of the bedchamber to the prince regent, and 
was in attendance on his royal highness in the car- 
riage on their passage from the house of lords; on 
their return between Carlton house and St. Jameg’, 
the glass of the carriage was fractured; it wag the 














flagitious an act. It is the earnest wishes of your 
faithful commons in which they must be joined by 


\all descriptions of faithful subjects that your royal 


highness would be pleased to direct such measures 
to be taken, as should lead to the apprehension of 
the authors and abettors of the outrage.” 

The address was then agreed to nem, con 

Mr. Vansittart gave notice that he should to-mor- 
row move for a vote of thanks to lord Moira, for his 
conduct in India; and on Monday to lord viscount 
Exmouth, for his gallant conduct at Algiers, 

Sir F. Burdett gave notice, that he should on this 
day month submit a motion on the subject of reform 
in parliament. 

January 29.—Lord Sidmouth presented a message 
to the hause from the prince regent. 

The message was read by the lord chancellor, 
and was as follows:— 

“His royal highness the prince regent, acting in 
the name and on the behalf of his majesty, has 
thought proper to order to be laid before the house 
of-lords, papers containing an account of .certain 
meetings and combinations held in different parts 
of the country, tending to the disturbance of the 
public tranquility, the alienation of the affections 
of the people from his majesty’s person and govern- 
ment, and to the everthrow of the whole frame and 
system of the law and constitution; and his royal 
highness recommends these papers to the immediate 
and serious consideration of the house. 

His lordship moved that the prince regent’s moet 
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gtacious message be taken into consideration to-| 
morrow; and stated that he should then present 
the papers alluded to in the message, which he 
should move to refer io a secret committee—Or- 
dered. 

February 4.—The order being read for taking 
into consideration the message of his royal highness 
the prince regent, on the state of the country, the 
message was accordingly read. * 

Lord Castlereagh, in rising on the present occa- 
sion to submit a motion to the house, was happy to 
think that the proposition he had to offer to-night, 
was one on which he could not apprehend the slight- 
est difference of opinion would exist, as it merely 
went to acknowledge the receipt of the prince re- 
gent’s most gracious message, and to assure his 
royal highness that the house would take into its 
most serious consideration the papers he had order- 
ed to be communicated to them, without delay.— 
Whatever the situation of things might be at pre- 
sent, nothing could be further from his wish, than 
to say one word that might on this occasion, lead | 
to a debate on the present state of the country, 
as the very nature of the communication which 
had been made indicated secrecy to be desirable, 
as the house were not yet in possession of what mi- 
nisters considered to be necessary to give them a 
proper knowledge of the present state of the coun- 
try. It would cause great embarrassment to him, 


proposed to fellow the precedent of 1795. (Hear, 
hear.) 

The question on the address was then put and 
carried—nem. con. 

Lord Catlereagh then moved successively, 1. That 
the papers containing the communication from the 
crown be referred to a committee. 2. That this 
committee be secret. 3. That it consist of 21 mem- 
bers. 4. That it be chosen by ballot. 4. That the 
members of the house prepare a list of 21, to put 
into a class to compose said committee. 6. That 
the papers remain on the table as they are, till the 
‘said committee be chosen, All which motions were 
agreed to. 

aPThe debate on the regent’s address in the 
house of lords, equally shews the agitation of the 
government at the alarming state of the country. 
The deficiency of the revenue is twenty millions 
sterling, or about 81 millions of dollars for the last 
year; and the idea of a retrenchment, to cover this 
sum, is spoken of as an absurdity. The taxes al- 
ready levied cannot be collected, and there seems no 
resource from new requisitions—the deficit will pro- 
bably be met for the moment by further issues of 
exchequer bills. One of the lords said, “the calami- 
ties of the country had now come to that height, 
that no vain and idle hyperboles could conceal ca- 
lamities which threatened to overwhelm the coun- 
try. This was no common oecasion, in which they 





and to the house itself, were this subject now to 
be entered upon. All he should at present request | 


used to bandy compliments with the crown, or to 
rejoice with it on the triumph of our arms.” Lord 


of them was, that they would keep their minds free!Sidmouth said, “He had concurred with his col- 
and unembarrassed. that they might then act as!leagues in recommending reduction, although he 
should be necessary on the report of the committee. | knew that the military establishment at home was neces- 
There was only one other point on which he would sary for the support of the civil power, and although 
offer a single word. He thought it necessary to;he knew that they had aggravated the general 
oppose the idea which had got abroad that this com-| distress by the reductions which had already taken 


munication arose out of the late atrocious attack 
on the persan of the prince regent, on which he was 
sure but one opinion could be entertained by every | 
member of that house and by every friend to the 
British constitution. He begged distinctly to state 
that the present proceedings did not arise in any 
shape out of that outrage. The communication which 
had been made was founded on information which he 


place.” 

OcPIn the remarks on the regent’s message, lord 
Sidmouth said, that that message had no connection 
with the late attack upon the person of the regent 
—if that outrage had not been committed, ministers 
would equally have felt it their duty to bring the 
subject before parliament. From what lord Liver- 
pool said, some strong measures are contemplated to 


thought it would be felt that the government,without | keep down the people—the ordinary laws appearing 
abandoning their duty to the country and to the caon- | inefficient for the purpose. The message was refer- 


stitution, could not but advise his royal highness to 
submit to the house. Having sail this much, he 


red to a secret committee of eleven lords, chosen 
by ballot. 





hoped jt would be most consonant with the feelings 


If these combinations are as extensive as they 


of the house not to enter upon the views which any are intimated to be, who shall calculate their con- 
gentleman might take of the present situation of|sequences? But may not the whole be « mere ruse de 
the country, from the information which they alrea-! guerre of the ministers—a plot to divert the peop! 
dy possessed. He hoped they would keep their from the great object of obtaining a reform of parlia- 
minds free and unbiassed, that they might act on! ment? But, in either case, we are presented with a 


the information which the prince regent had “taus- 
ed to be communicated as circumstances might re- 
quire. He concluded by moving— 

“That an humble address be presented to his 
royal highness the prince regent, to return his royal 
highness the thanks of this house for his most gra- 
cious message, and to assure his royal highness, 
that this house will proceed to take the information 
laid by his royal highness’ command before this 
house, into its immediate and most serious consi- 
deration.” 

Mr. Ponsonby professed his unwillingness to 
make the slightest objection to the address now 
Proposed, but begged to ask the noble lord what 
course his majesiy’s government meant to pursue 
i Consequence of the address. 

Lord Castlereagh spoke in so low a tone of voice 
that we could not distinctly collect what he said, 


4 


‘dreadful view of things. 
| Latest from England. 

Another vessel has arrived at New-York which 
left Liverpool on the 17th of February, but brought 
ino papers later than of the 12th. They donot fur- 
nish us «vith any thing important—they are filled 
with debates in parliament about reform, &e. 

Another meeting had been held at Spa-Fields, 
which broke up peaceably—all the troops at the 
west end of the town gave their attendance. The 
state of society seems very unsettled and uncasy. 

It is intimated that the prince regent will surren- 
der one-fifth of his income, as connected with his 
| personal services, estimated at £50,000; and minis- 
|ters, it is said, have shewn an intention to fo}low his 
example: 

The following is the address of the city of Lon- 
don on the escape of the prince regent—it will pro 








put as we understood him, he angwered that it was 


bably be followed by many of a similar character: 
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shis vear, £1,500,000—saving £1,000,000. 
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“To his royal highness the prince of Wales, regent of 
the united kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. 
«The humble and dutiful address of the lord mayor| 
and aldermen of the city of Londan: 

*‘ May it please your royal highness, 
<‘We, the lord mayor and aldermen of the 
city of London, beg leave to approach your royal 
highness with profound sentiments of duty and re- 
spect, to express our horror and indignation at the 
most daring and flagitious outrage offered to your 
royal person at the moment of your return from the 
house of parliament, on the occasion of your royal 
bighness exercising the sacred duties of the crown, 
and fulfilling, in the mame and an the behalf of his 
majesty, the very important function of one of the 
estates of the realm. | | 
‘With the deepest concern we have to deplore 
that any one should be found within his majesty’s 
dominions capable of violence so atrocious, so dis- 
graceful to human nature, so foreign to the British 
character, and we most fervently hope, that the 
loyalty of the subjects of the united empire will 
manifest itself to prevent a repetition of an attempt 
so base against the sacred person of your royal high- 
ness. We beg permission to add, that nothing shall 
be wanting on our part, as magistrates of the me- 
tropolis of the empive, to promote on all occasions 
the general tranquility, and to evince our steady loy- 
alty and attachment to your royal house and persqn, 
and our determination to support the crown and 


dignity of these realms. | 


“Signed, by order of the court, 
“Henry WoontTHorre.” 


To which his royal highness was pleased to re- 
turn the following most gracious answer: 


“J thank you for this loyal and dutiful address. | 


it is highly satisfactory for me to receive, upon this 
occasion, and at the present conjuncture, the as- 
surances of your steady attachment to me and my 
family, and of your determination to promote obe-| 
dience to the laws, and to afford a firm support to 
the crown and the prerogatives which are insepara- 
bly connected with the liberties and best interests 
of the people.” 

The merchants, baskers and traders of London, 
have likewise come forward, and subscribed to very 
loyal resolutions. 

London, Feb, 8.—Price of stocks this day at 19 
o’clock. 

Reduced 65 7-8 66—Cons. mo. 65 1-4 3-8—Cons. 
for acc. 65 3-8 1-2. 

4 per cent. 83 1-4 7-8—5 per cent. navy 97 5-8 
3-4. 

Excheguer bills, 13s. 17s. fir.—India bonds, 31s. 
o2s. pre. 

Lord Castlereagh last night brought forward a 
statement of our naval and military establishments, 
ond the reductions that have already taken place 
and are in progress in these sources of expence; 
and moved for the appointment of a committee to 
enquire into the public income and expenditures 
for the year 1817. 

The army, in 1816, was 149,445 men; in 1817, 
at is 123,702—reduction 25,743. The expence last 
year, exclusively of ordinance, was £10,564,000— 
this year it is £9,280,000. The ordinance fast year 
cost £1,696,000—this year it is €1,246,000. Total 
saving on army, £1,784,000. 

Navy, last year, 33,060 men; this year 19,000— 
reduction, 14,000. It cost for last year 10,114,000V. 
this year it will be 6,397,000/.—saving, 3,717,000/. 

Miscellaneous services in 1816, £2,500,000; ditto 


= 





RECAPITULATION. 

Army saving . ; : £ 1,784,000 

Navy ditto . A ‘ 3,717,000 

Miscellaneous. 1,000,000 
: Total saving, £6,501,006 

SUPPLY. 

Army . é ; ; t £7,050,000 

Commiseariat and barracks, Great Britain 580,000 

Ditto, ditto, Ireland. 300,000 

Extraordinaries : x 1,300,000 

Ordnance 1,246,000 


Bane GA Ltn a i an 
Miscellaneous, Great Britain and Ireland 1,500,000 





£18,373,000 

Thus it appears that the army has been reduced 
about one-sixth—the navy almost one half. The ex- 
pences for this year exceed eighteen millions; and, 
lamentable to tell, the country cannot count on half 
the amount of permanent revenue, after paying the 
interest on our debt! 

FRANCE. 

The prices of grain in France have generally de- 
clined, But there was a great sedition at Bordeaux, 
where the people opposed the embarkation of corn 
destined.for the other departments. The military 
were called in, who fired upon the people, and 
killed several of them on the spot. 

The royal guards being required to quell a riot 
at Rouen, the national guards interposed theinselves 
between the former and the people. The Swiss 
guards then reinforced the royal guards, but the 
national guards, supported by the people, were too 
strong for the allied forces; who were defeated with 
some loss. After their defeat, the national guards 
exerted themselves, and with success, to protect 
the discomfited royalists from the fury of the popu- 
lace. In France, ag in England, the public funds 
are inadequate to the expences, and the laboring 
classes want employment. 

The French loyal newspapers express great in- 
dignation at the late assault upon the prince regent 
of England—wh ch they say is calculated ‘to ex- 
cite the indignation of all Europeans attached to 
the cause of justice and legitimacy.” 

NETHERLANDS. 

The price of corn is exceedingly complained of. 

A Brussels article gives the estimate of the mi- 
nister of finance for 1817. The income is calculated 
at 73,700,000 florins {a florin is about 1s. 8d. sterling} 
and the expences at 73,400,000 florins. 

“SPANISH AMERICA.” 

The defeat of the royalists by Bolivar, near Bar- 
celona, noticed in our paper of the 29th ult. see 
page 73, appears amply confirmed. The chief bat- 
tle fasted a whole day—he was five times furiously 
attacked by the royalists, 4,000 strong, under Mo- 
rillo, assisted by all the Spanish naval force on the 
station—this happened on the 16th of February; on 
the 17th Bolivar attacked the royalists, sword in 
hand, and defeated them with great slaughter. His 
success had considerably strengthened his force. 

Petion has lately seized several of the patriot 
privateers and their prizes, at Port au Prince. It 
is thought that “he wants money and must have it.” 
Buta large privateer commanded by capt. Champ- 
lin, being ordered to be seized, the men were call- 
ed to quarters, and Petion’s officers refused an en- 
try into their vessel. 

Capt. Douglass, of the British brig Elizabeth, who 
arrived at New York on the 7th instant, in 63 
days trom Buenos Ayres,/informs, that the Portu- 





guese expedition had taken Monte Video, with very 
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little fighting. He also states that the troops of} 


Buenos Ayres, comprising an army of 6000 men, had 
ynarched for the province of Chili to induce or com- 
pel the people of that province to unite in the com- 
mon cause against the Portuguese. In case of the 
union of the troops of Chili with those of Buenos 
Ayres, no doubt was entertained of their success. 
Four Portuguese brigs, laden with tallow and hides, 
had been seized by the government of Buenos Ayres. 
BRITISH AMERICA. 

At a late session of the court of king’s bench, at 
Montreal, bills of indictment, with several counts, 
were found against D. Cameron and others of the 
North West company. The war between this com- 
pany aud the Hudson Bay company has not yet ter- 
minated. 

HAYTI. 

A large order has hoga received at Bielefield, in 
Westphalia, famous for if linen and damask manu- 
factures, of king Henry of Hayti. The arms of the 
sable monarch are to appear on the table linen, with 
the motto, “Ged, my cause, and my sword.” Large 
orders of jewelry, &c. for the queen, have been ex- 
ecuted at Hamburg and Bremen; and if splendor 
and magnificence constitutes the attributes by 
which royalty is distinguished, king Henry seems to 
have as good a claim to the rank he has assumed as 
any of his brother sovereigns on this side of the At- 
fantic. Eondon Traveller. 





Battle of Waterloo. 


ollowing is given in the public papers as an ex- 
bin ty fins woldine just published at New-York, 
entitled, ‘*Letters on the revolution in France,” by 

a French general officer. It details some circum- 

stances of great importance in considering the 

merits of the famous battle of Waterloo—which, 
it was always our opinion, was rather by the 
purse than the sword. 

“Previous to the 13th of June, the French army 
had been recruited with the greatest celerity and 
secrecy behind the forest of Fagne, between the 
Sambre and the Meuse, without the enemy being 
apprised of it. Blucher and Wellington thought 
that the emperor designed to begin his operations 
between the Scheldt and the Sambre: Wellington 
even believed that Napoleon would not act on the 
offensive. 

But on the night of the 13th, Monsieur Le Comte 
de Bourmont, col. Clouet, formerly aid de camp to 
marshal Ney, colonel Gordon, and the secretary of 
Mr. Avbernon, commissary erdonnateur deserted to 
the Prussians. Adrim, major to the imperial guards, 
also deserted, who had been bribed at Paris by the 
reyalist committee. 

The traitors advised the Prussian generals that 
the French army was going to operate on the Dyle. 

The emperor’s project was not to begin the cam- 
paign by regulor operations, but to surprise the 

russian army in its cantonments from Charleroi to 
Li¢-e and the English army in its cantanments from 
Mots to Brussels. 

The enemies being put upon their guard at all 
Points, and having been thus enabled to unite two 





Had it had not been for the treason of Bourmont, 
&c. the Prussian and English armies would have 
been surprised in their canronments; they would 
have been beaten in detail, and no general battle 
could have taken place. The spirit and opinions’ 
of the Belgians and of the department of the Rhine 
are well known; they would have risen in favor of 
tlie French; Austria was then lukewarm in the coali-* 
tion, and would have seceded from it. Mark the 
consequences to the French and the rest of Eu. 
rope. 

Bourmont was formerly a Chouan chief, for whom 
marshal Grouchy had obtained the pardon of Na-- 
poleon, when first consul. The emperor had made 
him a general of brigade; he stuck to his cause until 
his first abdication, then was made lieutenant-gene.- 


jral by La Proege, and commanded in Franche 


Comte under marshal Ney, governor of that pro- 
vince. When the emperor returned from Elba, the 
marshal being sent by the king to Franche Comte, 
Bourmont, as well as the marshal, abandoned the 
royal cause, when they saw how irresistible was 
the tide of opinion in the country in favor of Na- 
poleon. Hence he affected the greatest zeal for 
Napoleon. He hastened to Paris to pay him his 
court, and from the 28th or 29th of March he was’ 
to be seen almost every day at the emperor’s levee, 
who nevertheless was very reluctant to trust him 
with a command. However, through the interest 
and solicitations of general Girard and Labadore,- 
whose doors he besieged every morning, and to 
whom he engaged his word of honor, he obtained 
the command of a division. When Napoleon heard 
of his defection, so fatal to him and to France, he 
told general Girard, ‘*Well my dear Girard, this is 
a death war between the blues and the whites,’’ 
[the republicans and the royalists.}” Happy would 
it have been for France had he been conscious of 
that truth before, and had he acted accordingly 
towards that cowardly and treacherous party ! 

Here follows a statement of the numerical forces 
of the French, Prussian and English armies, such 
as they were on the 16th, 17th, and 18th of June: 
On the 16th, at the affair of Fleurus, in which the: 


French made some hundred Prussian prisoners, the: 
French were, 


Men.- 
Under the emperor on the left side of the Dyle 70,00 


On the right side under marshal Grouchy 36,000 
The Prussiams, Saxons, &. under Blucher 
and Bulow 130,000 


At the battle of Waterloo, Wellington had, 

Under his command, English, Hanoverians, 

Hessians, Dutch, &c. 84,000 
And Blucher upwards of 40,000 

During that time marshal Grouchy was trying to 
cross the Dyle at Vabre, and was fighting to ef- 
fectuate that object with the corps of Bulow. On 
the 12th or 13th of June, the emperor had ap- 
pointed marsha] Grouchy commander in chief over 
the corps of Girard, Vandamme, Excelmans and 
Pajol. 

Orders had been sent at noon to marshal Grouchy 
to make his junction with the emperor; but the of- 
ficer sent to carry that order deserted to the ene- 


Scattered armies, the Prussians and the English}my. 


more than double in numbers to the French, the 
able and bold dispositions ef Napoleon were made 
abortive through the treason of Bourmgnt, Clouet, 
Gordon, &e. 

The emperor had chosen for his great MovEMENT 
behind the forest of Fagne the very same day that 
the duchess of Cumberland was to give a ball to the 





officers of the stad of the English army at Brussels. 


Thus you seg, my dear sir, that it was neither 
Wellington ndér Blucher who gained the battle of 
Waterloo, but Gneisnau, chief of the general staff 
of the Prussian army. It was he who ordered gene- 
ral Bulow, whilst fighting with marshal Grouchy, 
to detach the greatest part of his forces in the 
evening, to support Blucher. At 4 o’clock every. 
thing announged the battle was gained by the 
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French, notwithstanding marshal Ney refused twice 
obeying the emperor’s order, not from any bad mo- 
tive, but because he could not be persuaded to 
change a position in which he had been, for some 
hours beating the enemy to atoms. 

When a fair and liberal account of that celebrated 
battle shall be given by Prussian and French mili- 
tary men of candor and abilities, and of the events 
which preceded it, it will be seen, that never has 
Napoleon’s military genius shone in brighter lustre 
and that his defeat is owing principally to the trea- 
son of Bourmont and others—a new kind of dis- 
grace the French name owes to the return of the 
Bourbons to France. Some commanders, too, made 
jatal blunders; and let them not apologize at the 
expence of Napoleon—of Napoleon, who loaded 
them with favors and dignities. Fortune or treason 
may oppress a great man, but incorruptible history 
is always there to preserve his glory inviolable. 

Having handled rather roughly the author of 
Paul’s letters, candor obliges me to declare, that } 
have learned lately, from unquestionable authority, 
that his account of the battle of Waterloo is fair 
and correct, as far as relates to the dispositions and) 
¢xecution of the English commander in chief. 

If marshal Wellington did not exhibit great mi- 
litary foresight in thinking that Napoleon would not 
act on the offensive, the French generals who have 
had an opportunity of observing })is conduct during 
the battle, do him the justice to say, that from the 
beginning to the end of the battle of the 18th, or 
cf Waterloo, he displayed a great ability and wis- 
dom in the manner he disposed of the divers corps 
under his command. 

But I will repeat it, had it not been for Bourmont 
and Co’s treason, the emperor would have cut and 
destroyed the Prussian and English forces in their 
cantonments before they could have time to assem- 
ble and unite. 

These are the only authentic documents I can, 
for the present, communicate to you on that ca- 
tastrophe. 

1 am, dear sir, yours, &c.” 





— 


Arts, sciences and improvements. 

Inpiana—We are glad .o find, by an advertise- 
ment in a Chilicothe paper, that Mr. Samuel IVil 
iams, of that place, has completed his map of the 
state of Indiana. From a knowledge of Mr. Williams, 
(to whom, more than to any other man, the readers 
of the Wrerexty Reerster have been indebted for 
correct information from the western country) we 
venture to say, that in the execution of this work 
all that could be expected from faithful industry, 
wided by a discriminating and inteliigent mind, will 
be realized. He has had many and the best oppor- 
tunities to accomplish this work; and which, we 
have no doubt, have been improved to their utmost 
extent. 

New Jersey Canal.—A canal, the object of which 
is to connect the waters of the Delaware with those 
of the Raritan, passing through the state of New 
Jersey, appears to be seriously contemplated. By 
a very able and well digested report of three com- 
missioners, appointed by the legislature upon this 
subject, the question is very fairly stated to the 
public. The various old projected plans are aban- 
doned as impraciicable. The distance from the 





banks of the Delaware, or Croswick’s creek to Long- 
bridge farm, and thence to the banks of the Raritan, 
between New Brunswick and Washington, is about 
29 miles, and the canal can be construcied upon a 


route will not deviate two miles to the N. W. or8.F 
of a straight line, and the only assent or descent; 
which is about 136 feet, is on the banks of the river 
between the tide waters and the canal. The esti- 
gJnated cost is 836,824 dollars, and the two impor- 
tant items of expenditure are, first, for 29 miles 
418,528 dollars; and, second, the amount of locks, 
1250 dollars per foot, 170,000 dollars. 

Tron pavement—The experiment of paving Lon- 
don streeis with iron, has been tried on the south 
side of Blackfriars Bridge, and has so far succeeded 
that we learn it is intended to pave some streets in 
the city in this manner, under the auspices of the 
lord mayor. It is computed that an iron pavement, 
welt adjusted will endure for twenty years in a great 
thoroughfare; whereas it is too well known that a 
stone pavement requires repairs and re-adjusting 
two or three times a year, and renewing every 
three or four years. The pieces laid down in Black- 
friar’s road resemble a batch of eight or nine rolls 
as taken from the oven. During many weeks, under 


ness of this mass has been undisturbed, and no doubt 
vemains of the success of this experiment.— Heper- 
tory of Arts, Manufactures and Agriculture. 

Expeditious painting.—Paris, among other novel- 
ties, has lately boasted of a most expeditious pain- 
ter. The rapidity of his pencil is really astonishing, 
He paints a portrait in water colors in two hours— 
give him three hours he will finish one in oils. He 
will complete a profile in a quarter of an hour, and 
a slight sketch in a minute. He can finish a picture 
of two or three feet in two days. The ladies of fa- 
shion visit him with their families at ten in the morn- 
ing, and carry with them to dinner finished likenes- 
ses.—Journal des Dames. 








Legislature of South Carolina. 


Fellow citizens of the senate, 
and of the house of representatives: , 

I regret much that it has, so soon, become neces- 
cessary to call you from your domestic retreats, at a 
time when your attention to agriculture and civil 
pursuits is so interesting and important to the state 
and to yourselves. I have no doubt however, that 
you will cheerfully submit to personal inconve- 
nience, if your attendance can be made conducive 
to the public good. 

At the last session of the legislature, **A bill to 
alter the 3d section of the tenth article of the con- 
titution of the state of South Carolina,” was passed 
agreeably to the constitution, and ratified on the 
19th December, 1816. There was also an act enti- 
tled, “An act to provide a more expeditiotis mode 
for disposing of the causes on the dockets of the 
constitutional courts at Charleston and Columbia,” 
passed and ratified on the same day, viz, on the 
19th December, 1816. This act, making provision 
for the sittings of the constitutional court at Charles- 
ton and Columbia, a majority of the-judges of,“he 
courts of sessions and of common pleas has adjuug- 
ed to be unconstitutional, and that therefore they 
had no power to hold that court. 

This being the only court heretofore provided by 
our Costitution or laws, before which, motions for 
new trial, or in arrest of judgement could be 
brought up from our courts of sessions or common 
pleas, we are by this decision of the judges, depri- 
ved of a court indispensible in the steady ‘adminis- 
tration of justice. ‘To restore this link in the sys- 


quate bui that of the legislature.—It is therefore 





dead level, without the necessity of a.lock. ‘The 


that I have thought proper to convene. the legisla- 


every kind of ioad and the roughest usage, the firm- 


tem of our jurisprudence, there is no power ade- 
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cure, that there may be neither delay nor denial of. 


justice. ‘To this subject, which is of great impor- 
tance, your early attention is invited at this time. 

I will further ask your indulgence, in submitting 
for your consideration one other subject which, if 
neglected, until the constitutional meeting of the 


legislature, will be too late for your interposition. | 


At your last session, an act was passed to confirm 
the treaty between the state of South-Carolina and 


the Cherokee Indians, and providmg for the survey. 


of the lands ceded by the Cherokees to this state. 
'rhis act requires that ali the lands so ceded, shall 
be surveyed and plated off into tracts not less than 
100 nor more than 500 acres. { would beg leave 
to submit whether the law should not be so altered 
as to require the commissioners to survey into tracts 
only such parts of the ceded territory as will be 
fit fur cuitivation, and which alone will indemnify 
the state for the survey. It is well known that a 
very great proportion of this accession, consists of 
barren, rugged, and almost inaccessible mountains, 
which will only attract the attention of the wander- 
ing herdsman or shepherd. The survey of these 
mountains will require much time, and cost much 
money to the state, which will never be refunded 
from the sale of them. If the whole territory be 
laid out into tracts according to the provision of 
the existing law, itis probable thesums arising from 
the sales will not reimburse the expenditure. 

At the time when it was thought expedient to 
convene the legislature, it was believed that it 
would be necessary to recommend an appropria- 
tion, authorising the comptroller to pay into the 
treasury of the general government, our quota of 
the direct tax which bad been imposed by con- 
gress for the last year, and which it was believed 
would be again imposed for this year.—The na- 
tional legisiaiure has, however, not thought proper 
to re-enact the law imposing the direct tax. 

Although our civil and religious privileges, as a 
people, demand our most devout acknowledgments 
to the Author of all good; yet we should be humbled 
by his chastening hand, which is felt in the unusual 
scarcity which prevails in most parts of our coun- 
try. This scarcity proceeds, not only from the un- 
propitious seasons of the last year, but from our 
greater attention to the productions of our coun- 
try which procure us wealth than to those which 
are intriasically valuable. We should profit by 
our experience and devote ourselves more to those 
pursuits which will promote our present cornforts 
and future welfare, looking unto Him whe is the 
author of every good and perfect gift for the bless- 
ing. ANDREW PICKENS, Jun. 

Columbia, March 25, 1817. 








A pleasant little story. 


A LADY WITH DEATH’S HEAD. 

An end is put to the enigma which has so long 
‘xcited public curiosity. The young lady. with 
deati’s head is distinguished forever: but before we 
relate the happy and singular denowement of this 
most extraordinary adventure, We shall describe a 
few of the persons who aspired to the honor of her 
hand. They caiculate among her lovers 547 reform- 
ed rakes, and 155 ruined gamesiers. She received 
twenty five or thirty letters from Belgium, (not post 
paid) written by certain well known characters, who 
Said they never would revolt, though she should 
prove to be the most hideous object in the world. 
They were disposed to flatter, caress and wed the 


plague itself, so they could procure abundanee of 
zold:~all their letters remained unanswered, but the 
generous girl ordered her servant to return thanks 
to a few poor devils who had solicited her hand in a 
gallant style. We were permitted to tako a copy 
of the following:— 

‘*M1ss,—Report has doubtless painted you less 
handsome than you are, atleast none will refuse to 
admit that your physiognomy is expressive. I should 
have had the honor of presenting myself before you, 
and of declaring my passion, had not pitiless credi- 
tors detained me in the conciergerie. I must beg 
you will have the goodness to pay me a visit to re- 
ceive the proposition [ am so anxious to make.— 
Though you may have shewn alittle of the coqnette, 
to set yourself off to the best advantage, that is not 
the fault ofnature; consequently, it can make no dif- 
ference in my intentions—No aspect can be more 
hideous in the eyes of a prisoner, than his prison— 
Bring me liberty, and you will appear charming in- 
deed! If you should favor me with a visit, you will 
see a young man, 25 years of age, who has, among 
other advantages, that ofa tolerable person, with a 
mind proper to meet wordly success. He has, more- 
over the honor to declare to you his most ardent 
vows. FOLLE VILLE.” 

“P, $.—Be so good as to request the raoler of the 
Conciergerie to lend his parlor for our interview.” 

The mind of the young lady did not tead to a 
union in pursuance of the above invitations, but her 
heart was not insensible. She desired to find in 
France a husband to answer one she had drawn in 
her mind. In the brilliant society she attended con- 
Stantly in a mask of wax: she distinguished a 
young man of noble and interesting countenance, 
whose mind had been well cultivated. He had a for- 
tune which placed him above interested views. The 
young man, on his part, was charmed with the 
graces and delicate sentiments which the young lady 
with invisible features displayed in her conversation. 
In short, he declared, that ull his happiness depend- 
ed on a union. She did not deny the impression he 
had made on her heart nor conceal the pleasure she 
would feel in acceding to his proposal, but she ex- 
pressed to him, at the same time, the dread that 
he would repent on beholding her face, which she 
described to be that of death in its most terrific 
form. She urged him to beware of rashness, and 
consider well, whether he could bear the wretched 
disappointment he might incur. “Well, well !”’ said 
the young man, in a tone of penetration, “acce 
my hand, and never unmask to any but the eyes of 
your husband.” “TI consent,” replied she, “but re- 
member, that ( shall not survive the appearance of 
affright and disgust, and perhaps contempt, you 
may feel after marriage.” “I will not shrink from 
the praof; it is your heart, and not your figure I 
love.” “In eight days,” said the lady, “you shall be 
satisfied.” Yhey prepared for the marriage, and, 
notwithstanding the refusal of the generous young 
man to accept a million in bank bills, she settled 
all lrer property on him. “If you have not courage 
enough to suffer,” said she, “for your companion, £ 
shall, at least, be consoled by the reflection that E 
have enriched him I love, and he will perhaps drop 
a tear to my memory.” Returning from the altar 
she threw herself on her knees before her spouse, 
and placed her hand upon her mask—What a situ- 
ation for the husband! His heart palpitated; hts 
face turned pale—the mask fell—he beheld an angel 
of beauty! She then exclaimed affectionately— 
“You have not deserved deformity; you merit the 





love of beauty.” 
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The happy couple left Paris the day before yes- 
terday for Livonia, where the immense property of 
the lady is situated. There will be no more talk at 
Paris respecting the lady with death’s head. 

[ Gazette de France Jan. 6. 








CHRONICLE. 


Mr. Madison left Washington City on the 6th inst. 
for his seat in Virginia—a private citizen; ‘“‘depos- 
ed” from the office of president of the United States 
by a voluntary retirement from it. 

Col. Appling, distinguished for his gallantry in the 
late war, recently died at Fort Montgomery, in the 
Mississippi territory. 

SoMETHING NEW.—Jonathan Russell, (to use a 

yankee phrase) lately “doubled” with a Miss Smith. 
The approaching nuptials were thus announced in 
the Boston Centinel: 
‘x This forenoon, the hon. Jonathan Russell, late 
minister to Sweden, will be married to Miss Lydia 
Smith, daughter of Barney Smith, esq. The nup- 
tials will be solemnized in the King’s Chapel, by 
the rev. Dr. Freeman. 

Weare told that the “King’s chapel was crowded 
to such an excess that great exertions were neces- 
sary to prevent injury tothe spectators”—and as 
how the bridegroom was bedecked with a nuptial 
favor—as how the coachmen, the horses, and the 
earriages were ornamented with ribbands &c.—as 
how the people were fools enough to salute the 
spectacle-makers with three cheers, to which Mr. R. 

olitely returned a bow, and the like. We have 
feaighed at the gossippings of the Londoners about 
Charlotte and Coburg; but really this tale about 
‘brother Jonathan’® exceeds the whole; for it was 
not to have been calculated upon ‘The scene exhi- 
bited has no part in the character of a republican 
American, and we hope never to hear of its repeti- 
tion in the United States. It has met with due re- 
prehension every where. 

The beautiful and very superior brig, “ Cleopatra’s 
Barge,” capt. Benjamin Crowninshield, has sailed 
from Salem on a voyage of pleasure, observation and 
improvement. 

WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Sections of bounty lands. 

All persons entitled to military bounty lands for 
services rendered the United States during the late 
war, would do well to recollect the notice given 
from this branch of the war department, so long 
since as the 22d of August,1815, and which has been 
repeated in the public aewspapers many times since 
that date, viz: 

«A land warrant wil) not be issued to an executor 
The government of the 
United States has not authorised any person to act 
as an agent for the purpose of transacting any part 


Charleston, April 29.—A gentleman of veratity, 
who arrived this morning in the Southern Stage, 
from St. Augustine, informs us that a new governor 
is daily expected there, who has power and au- 
thority from the government of Old Spain, to sel/ 
the Floridas to the Americans. 

The gentleman alluded to, derived this informa- 
tion from the highest authority at St. Augustine. 

(c7it is rumored, says the Augusta Chronicle 
of the 29th ult. that the governor of Pensacola has 
requested general Gaines to take possession of that 
place, in order to secure it against the contemplated 
attack of the patriots. It is certain that our brave 
general and the Don have had an interview; and 
there is little doubt but a solicitation of the kind 
has been made, and received, as it should, a prompt 
but respectful negative. 

The paucity of Ferdinand’s resources, and his 
inability to protect his colonies, appear to be daily 
manifesting themselves—while the patriots, slowly 
but surely advancing, are reconciling their discord- 
ant materials, increasing their numerical, force, 
and giving a more bold and respectable tone to the 
character of the revolution. 

DIVISION ORDERS. 
Adjt. Gen’s. Office, N. Y. March 22. 

The following changes in the command of the de- 
partments will take place on the first of the ensuing 
month. Brig. gen. Porter is assigned to the com- 
mand of the fourth department, and after his arrival 
therein, will report the place he may select for his 
head-quarters. Brigadier-general Miller is assigned 
to the second department. Colonel Mitchill, on be- 
ing relieved, will wait orders of the general of 
division, who regrets that circumstances in the 
regulation of commands have arisen which prevent 
him, in the assignment to a similar station, from 
availing himself of the high degree of ability and 
zeal which the colonel has ever displayed in the 
command of the fourth department, and in every 
other while serving under his orders. 

By order of major-general Brown, 
C. K. GARDNER, Adj. Gen: 

Dept. No. 4—A true copy. 

By order, G. DEARBORNE, Adjt. 


Milledgeville, March 25.—Early in this month two 
or three murders are reported to have been com- 
mitted on the borders of Camden county, by the in- 
dians. Complaints have been made to the execu- 
tive of this state, from time to time, during the last 
six months, of injury sustained by them from the 
whites; these murders are more likely to be in re- 
taliatjon, agreeable to savage custom of seeking re- 
dress. The Seminole indians, we are assured from 
high authority, have been plundered, and one or two 
of them murdered, by a banditti (a remfant of the 
self-stiled patriots) who infest a part of East Flori- 


ida, adjacent to this state. The atrocities of these 


of the business relative to the obtaining military |miscreants have probably brought on our citizens 


tand warrants; which will, as usual, be issued gratis 
at the war department: nor does it recognize any 
pretended land office for such purposes, nor any other 
azency of that nature, in any state of the American 
union, 

“‘August 22, 1815.” 

In addition to the above, it may be proper to 
remind applicants of the classes above referred to, 
that their letters and documents need not be ad- 
drest to any individual at the seat of government, 
by name, but simply to “ran secRETARY OF WAR, 
Washington city, D. C” Their communication 
should contain the address to which the reply 
ought to be transmitted. Agri! 8, 1817. 





| the horrors of the tomahawk and sealping knife; and 


a renewal of such scenes may be anticipated, until 
that nest of thieves shall be broken up. The depre< 
dation on the indians being committed in East Flo- 
rida, the perpetrators when they can be identified, 
are not amenable to our laws; and the governor of 
East Florida either has not the means, or wants 
the disposition to punish them. A small militarv 
force at Trader’s hill, would, it 1s believed, give se- 
curity to that part ofthe southern frontier, and our 
government we hope will see the propriety of sta- 
tioning there, such number of troops as will secure 
the peaceful citizens against yiolence from red or 


/ white savages. 
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